
 

 

 

 

I would like to start this message by acknowledging that we are on the  
traditional territory of the Sinixt, the Ktunaxa, the Secwepemc and the  
Syilx first nations. There is something reassuring for me in making this  
acknowledgement.  Although it is done as part of the reconciliation with  
the people who were here long before us, it also, for me, is a message of hope for the future.  As Mike 
often does in his weekly updates, I too want to refer to the First Peoples Principles of Learning.  The first 
principle says “Learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self, the family, the community, the 
land, the spirts, and the ancestors.” 

Those words have deep meaning for me as I think that it’s already June and we will soon mark the end of 
another school year.  Looking back to September 2019 who could have predicted the year we have had. 

Mike also talks about the importance of relationships and human connectedness as being so vital in 
travelling along this journey we call education.  With what we have lived through the past year it is clear 
that this human connectedness is so important to the success of our public education system 

This past year we have all experienced many events that showcase the success of our students.  The day 
last September when our students were involved in calling for positive action to meet the threat of climate 
change deeply moved me. Being in the schools over the past year to watch all the examples of student 
engagement helped me see that passion and joy are so obvious throughout our district.  I am especially 
pleased with the work and planning that has been done to recognize our graduates.  

With COVID-19 so drastically changing school life, that passion and joy is still here and has been 
demonstrated as all within our district have risen to the challenge of meeting the needs of our students.  
Recent world protests dealing with racism has caused much anger and hurt but has also clearly shown the 
pivotal role education plays in making the world a better place.  As the First People principles of Learning 
go on to say,   “Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational(focused on 
connectedness, on reciprocal relationships, and a sense of place).”  

The School Board is so proud of the way our administrators, educators, staff, students, local union leaders 
and parents have responded to this situation. There have been many obstacles and much anxiety, but it has 
shown us all that we are a caring, kind, flexible, resilient and innovative community.  As another principle 
of learning says, “Learning involves patience and time.” 

In closing, on behalf of Alan, Garry, Elmer and Sarah let me say thanks to all of you for your hard work, 
commitment  and the dedication you show each day.   It has been a most unusual year and next year 
promises to be much the same.  Make sure you enjoy your summer no matter what your plans.  What we 
have done over the last few months has helped to prepare us for next year.  It won’t be “ normal” next 
September but, together, we will succeed. 

Bill MacFarlane, Board Chair 
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